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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

Gospel Readings

December 31-January 1
Matthew 2:13-23

January 7-8
Matthew 3:13-17

January 14-15
John 1:29-42

January 21-22
Matthew 4:12-23

January 28-29
Matthew 5:1-12

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Happy New Year
From Zion Pastors and Staff

Not pictured: Pastor Jim Barsch, Deb Oas Koepsell, Diane Shuldheisz, Sylvia Goldman, Jackie 
Pipenhagen, Sandy Steinbring, Olivia Krafty, Gavin Langaard, Brooke Stokes, Carl Wallager, 

Soren Wallager, Eva King, Jake Finneman, Zion Worship Team, Zion Pre-K teachers.

Weekly Worship Opportunities 2023
In-Person Worship 

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
Livestream Worship
Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1) 
Sundays @ 9:10 am 

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast 
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm



a message from pastor brent

Warm Fuzzies
By Colleen Nelson

There’s no better time or place than winter in Minnesota to talk about words, that when spoken or contemplated, 
bestow on us a basketful of warm fuzzies. Do you have a word that leaves you feeling pleased and content, as 
though you’re lounging in front of a fireplace in your bathrobe and Elmo slippers? For me, one of those precious 
words is goodness, which ranks right up there with love and grace. There are many biblical references to God’s 
goodness including Psalm 23. It ends with, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 
I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” In my 30s I had the privilege of reading this Psalm at my maternal 
grandmother’s funeral. My Grandma Johnson was the epitome of goodness on this earth and I learned some 
valuable lessons from her when it came to being a loving and good person. She reminded me that the road to 
goodness is paved with hard work and intentional actions. In other words, it doesn’t come naturally. At worship, 
we collectively confess that, “We have sinned against (God) in thought, word, and deed by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.” If I were to take an honest inventory of my thoughts and reactions regarding 
certain people, places and events, goodness would not take center stage, at least not initially. Sometimes I need 
to sit back and discern how to share God’s goodness in challenging situations. Hard work and intentional actions. 
Right? However, the Holy Spirit can make folly of this hard work if we open our hearts to the possibility. God’s 
goodness surrounds us every day. We just need to open our eyes to recognize it as such. Psalm 27:13 states, 
“I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living!” God is ‘goodness to the nth 
degree’ which makes God the perfect role model for us to learn from. Finally, a warm fuzzy tip: There is no need to 
experience someone’s goodness or kindness to pay it forward. We can be that someone!

As we begin a New Year, I would like to express a heartfelt thank you to each one of you. This past 
year, 2022, has been sort of a “reset” for our life together. We have returned to a “new normal” as 
we turned the corner on the pandemic. Here are a few of the things for which I am grateful:

• In 2022, we welcomed 97 new members including baptized children.
• Through your generosity, we met our budget and fully funded our ministries and fulfilled our 

mission support for local and global missions.

• Our in-person worship attendance continues to improve.
• We have been able to continue the livestream of our worship services, the radio broadcast on BOB-FM and 

Cable Channel 6, which has allowed us to reach a few thousand additional worshippers each Sunday.
• We are seeing a noticeable increase in families with young children in worship and Sunday School.
• We retained our entire staff throughout the pandemic, which was very rare among churches.
• Many of our outreach ministries were able to resume in 2022, such as The Gathering, Fare-For-All, Zion Super 

Sale, and various support groups.
• Our music ministry continues to thrive.

Thank you for all the ways that you have helped and supported the mission of Zion in 2022. God is good and you 
are a faithful and generous people! I am excited to see what God has in store for us in 2023!



welcome

Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow - Thank You!
Thank you to all those who have made commitments to our congregation for 
2023 through our Stewardship campaign, Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow. 
As of December 13, there have been 534 commitments to the General Fund 
totaling about $1.1 million and 351 commitments to the Building Fund totaling 
about $315,000. We have also received special mortgage reduction gifts of about $62,000. The mortgage 
reduction gifts will be matched by the Zion Foundation—resulting in about $124,000 in mortgage reduction. 
Thank you for ALL the ways you support the life and work of our congregation! It’s not too late to turn in your 
commitment for 2023. Extra stewardship materials are available at the front desk.

Baptism Class - Sunday, January 8
If you are expecting, have had a baby or adopting and would like to know more about baptism, we will be having a 
baptism class on Sunday, January 8 at 10 a.m. in the Library. Baptisms are part of the traditional worship service 
on Saturday nights at 5 p.m. or at our blended service on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. For more information, please 
contact Kristine or Pastor Connie at 763-421-4656.

New Member Orientation - Sunday, January 29
A New Member Orientation will be held between services at 10 a.m., Sunday, January 29. The New Member 
Orientation, led by Pastor Brent, is an opportunity to learn more about Zion and our mission and ministry, as well 
as our Lutheran faith. Please email Pastor Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org if you plan to attend.

Fare For All - Open to Everyone!
January 26 | 4 - 6 pm | Lower Commons
Fare For All is a program that allows people to come and shop at Zion once a 
month for deeply discounted nutritious food. Fare For All is open to everyone 
and accepts CREDIT, DEBIT and EBT cards.

Zion’s Annual Meeting - Sunday, February 26
The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, February 26 at 10 a.m. The meeting will be 
in person in our Sanctuary and will also be livestreamed. Watch for more details in the February Herald and Life 
Together bulletin inserts.

Zion Caring Tree - Gift Card Update
Thank you to all who donated gift cards to Zion’s Caring Tree. The total amount in gift cards received was 
$4330. The cards were distributed to Alexandra House, Anoka Metro Regional Treatment Center, Stepping Stone 
Emergency Housing and Bridgeview Drop-in Center at Lee Carlson Center. Thank you for your wonderful support!



worship

Camp Wapo Noisy Offering - Wrapped Up
Thank you for your faithful support of the Camp Wapo Noisy Offering over the last 3 years. Even with the 
disruption of COVID when we weren’t worshiping in the Sanctuary and couldn’t collect, we still gathered 
$16,359.39. This money went to help support the $150,000 pledge that Zion made to Camp Wapo’s dining hall 
expansion campaign as part of our “Zion 150 Years – Living in Faith” stewardship appeal.

The commitment that Zion has made to this campaign will help to improve the experience our kids and youth 
have while attending Bible camp at Camp Wapo!

Summer Kids & Youth Scholarships Noisy Offering
The cost to attend summer Bible camp has had some significant increases over the 
last few summers. In 2019, the cost to attend a week-long camp was around $450. 
This summer, the cost is $610. To help families with this increase in cost, Zion will be 
increasing the scholarships that we give to all kids and youth active in our regular 
programming. We don’t want the cost of camp to stand in the way of kids and youth 
attending summer Bible camp.

To help raise the funds for these scholarships, we will be continuing the Noisy Offering. 
Starting in January, the funds gathered will go to help provide summer camp scholarships to Camp Wapo and 
help support our summer youth trips. On January 22 during the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services, we will be inviting 
kids and youth to get a metal bucket during the closing hymn and stand at the Sanctuary doors as people leave 
worship. We will have buckets located at the doors of the Sanctuary for collecting the Noisy Offering at our 5 p.m. 
and 8 a.m. services that weekend, as well. We will have a bucket at the Welcome Center for those who may want to 
drop off their Noisy Offering during our normal office hours.

Thank you for your continued support of kids and youth attending summer Bible camp and trips!

Camp Wapo Scholarship Fund
Zion has a long history of providing scholarships to kids and youth active in our children and youth programming 
to go to Camp Wapo Bible Camp, and we need your help in supporting the Camp Wapo Scholarship Fund. Our main 
sources of funds for the scholarship fund is Thrivent Choice Dollars and direct donations.

If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, you can look into your eligibility to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars at 
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836, follow the prompts and a Thrivent 
representative will work with you to direct your Choice Dollars to Zion. You can also send donations directly to 
Zion for the Camp Wapo Scholarship Fund. Checks should be made out to Zion Lutheran Church and “Scholarship 
Fund” written in the memo line.

As highlighted in the above article, beginning next year, watch for information about upcoming monthly Noisy 
Offerings on Sunday mornings that will help support kids and youth attending Bible camp and summer trips.

Thank you for your continued support of our Bible camp scholarship fund at Zion!



grow

Zion Pages Book Club - January Discussion
January 23 | 6:30 pm | Theater
On January 23 we will be discussing Four Thousand Weeks – Time Management for Mortals by Oliver Burkeman. 
Zion Pages meet the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. All are welcome!

Winter Small Group Study Begins in February
Starting the week of February 6, we will begin a six-week small group study called “Simon Peter” by Adam 
Hamilton. He left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a passion that would change the world. That’s 
one way to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, uneducated, quick-tempered, and full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t 
even sound like the same man. And that’s the point of “Simon Peter”, the book and six-week adult Bible study by 
Adam Hamilton. Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s extraordinary call. Discover how 
you, too, have special gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make a difference today.

• Group A – Mondays, 1 p.m. at Zion, Facilitator: Pastor Sue Wallager
• Group B – Tuesdays, 7 a.m. at Zion, Facilitators: Greg Bergeron and Ken Johnson
• Group C – Wednesdays, 10 a.m. at Zion, Facilitator: Pastor Connie Tiede
• Group D – Thursdays, 1 p.m. via Zoom, Facilitators: Pastor Jim Barsch and Pastor Amie Odahl

You can sign up for a small group and buy the book at the front desk for $10. The schedule is as follows:

• Week of February 6: The Call of the Fisherman
• Week of February 13: Walking with Jesus in the Storm
• Week of February 20: Bedrock or Stumbling Block?
• Week of February 27: “I Will Not Deny You”
• Week of March 6: From Cowardice to Courage
• Week of March 13: The Rest of the Story

Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
There will be no Adult Forums in January. We will resume the Sunday Forums on February 5 where we invite you 
to join us for BINGO with a Purpose! Come and find out about violence against older adults, financial exploitation, 
resources, safety planning and services offered by Alexandra House while playing bingo and winning prizes. 
What you learn could help yourself or someone you care about, as violence impacts 1 in 10 older adults. Presented 
by Dawn Rutt from Alexandra House.

Listed below is the remaining schedule for the month of February.

• February 12: Practicing Contemplative Prayer led by Pastor Connie Tiede. Come learn and experience different 
ways to use centering prayer in your life.

• February 19: Celebrating Generosity by Pastor Norma Malfatti. The Rev. Norma Malfatti began serving as our 
Director for Evangelical Mission (DEM) in January 2021. Prior to coming to the Minneapolis Area Synod she 
served both as the DEM in the Upstate New York Synod for five years and as a redeveloper.

• February 26: No Forums, Annual Meeting.



grow and care

Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Cara Fish
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Karen Siewert
John & Sandy Steinbring

about our people
Deaths
Beverly Olson
Orall Johnson
Mary Ann Fodness
Don Newell

Bev Fraser in memory of Char Montei
Greg & Ann Bergeron in memory of Char Montei
Carol Mann in memory of loved ones
David & Darlene Holmes in thankfulness for our pastors
Ron & Pinky Pendergrass in appreciation of Mary Jo and her gift of music

Supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund
Thank you to the following recent supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund:

Weddings
Kathryn Wawrzyniak & 
Benjamin Svien

Camp Wapo, Ox Lake & Wilderness Canoe Base - Summer 2023
Registration for Camp Wapo and Ox Lake will open on January 15! The registration link will be emailed out to 
families and included in upcoming E-updates. Registration for Wilderness Canoe Trip is already open and the link 
to register is available on our website. Zion has reserved spots for both week and weekend long camps (grade 
based on current school year):
June 18-23
Wapo Youth Camp (Gr 4-9)
Ox Lake Roots (Gr 9-12)
Wilderness Canoe Trip (Gr 9-12)

June 16-18
Wapo Seeds Weekend (Gr 1-3)

For more information about these programs visit www.lakewapo.org.

Children and youth active in Zion’s regular programming automatically qualify for a scholarship to attend these 
programs. The scholarships are:

Seeds Weekend: $75
Weeklong: $200
Confirmation (8th Grade): $300 (required to be confirmed)

Watch your email and the weekly e-update for the link to register and for more information.



care and serve

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral 
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue 
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know. The pastoral staff is very happy to visit you and provide 
pastoral care.

Homebound Ministry
One of the most important ministries at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly Herald newsletter and providing
monthly services at assisted living facilities).

Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that we connect with our homebound members. We 
have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a family member are interested in a visit please call 
the church office at 763-421-4656.

Family Promise Update
We are excited to share that announcements for a new Family Promise Day Center staffing site will be made in 
early 2023 and then fundraising will begin for the static guest house, where families will remain in one place 
while other services and community support come to them. This is a significant change from the previous model 
but gives the families a better feeling of stability and less stress having to move from church to church. Overnight 
volunteers will no longer be necessary, but congregations will still provide meals and activities so opportunities 
to volunteer will return.

Our upcoming hosting weeks in 2023 will be: March 12-19, May 21-28, September 17-24 and December 10-17.

If you have already registered as a volunteer, you will have the opportunity to take a couple training modules on 
the Family Promise website to prepare again for volunteer activity. More information will be provided through 
the Realm portal and Zion’s Herald. For information about how to register as a Family Promise Volunteer, contact 
Dulcie Campana livingoutfaith@hotmail.com.

Volunteer Opportunities at Anoka Middle School
Numerous types of volunteer opportunities constantly exist at Anoka Middle School. Some occur inside one of the 
two campus buildings, but most are requests for donations of things needed for class projects, or busy prep work 
for projects that you can take and complete at home. If you are interested today, next week, or next month, contact 
Glen Semanko glensemanko@yahoo.com and you will be sent a link so you can explore the opportunities at your 
leisure to see if anything fits. Note: Some activities require a simple background check, which you can quickly 
complete online.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

Zion Pre-K Christmas Program

In December, Zion Pre-K presented a Christmas program for their families and friends.
If you listen carefully, you can still almost hear them singing “Go Tell It On The Mountain”!

Happy New Year from Zion Pre-K!!


